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February 4, 1969
Statement of Senator Mike Mansfield (D. Montana)
Pollution in Montana
Mr. President, every city and town seeks national publicity.

It is

most desirable in developing new busfmesses, tourism and general good will.
Occasionally, however, national publicity can be an embarrassment, but an .
embarrassment with a purpose.
Yesterday I picked up the newest issue of Life Magazine and read their
feature on pollution, a problem which has plagued this country for many
years, the problem we have ignored and quietly hoped would disappear.

Un•

fortunately polluted air and water are becoming far more serious and yet
very little is being done to stop it.

Life Magazine features color photo-

graphs of some of the nation's finest cities, each covered with a thick
smog and contaminated horizon.

Among those photographed is Missoula, Montana.

Missoula on a bright, clear day, which is not often, is one of the most
beautiful little cities in the United States.
with rugged mountains in every direction.

It is nestled in a valley

It has a moderate climate, it is

the home of the University of Montana, and is a sportsmen's paradise.
is also where its people are trapped
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valley of smog.

Missoula

The air pollution

created by pulp and saw mills blacks out the sun for approximately a third
of the year.

This is not the kind of publicity that we like in the Big

Sky Country, but unfortunately it hits home and reminds us of one of the
most serious problems we have in this country today.

We have moved forward,

but there is still much to do in developing a national and state program with
adequate air and water pollution control.
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The program we have today is due in a large part to the untiring
efforts of our able colleague from the State of Maine, Mr. Muakie.

This

is only one of the many domestic problems we face here at home, but it is
something which demands tmmediate attention.

We can no longer overlouk and

ignore a eituation which could become deadly.
Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent to have the Life Magazine
article written by Richard Hall printed at the conclusion of my remarks. ,
Also the captions from the photographs by Martin Schneider would also be
of interest to the Senate.
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